
EIGHTH GRADE 
 
Bible 
Lightbearers is a Christian middle school Bible curriculum designed to help 8th-
grade students understand the tenets of the Christian worldview. It compares 
Christianity with other prominent worldviews in the areas of theology, philosophy, 
ethics, biology, sociology, psychology, law, politics, economics, and history. 

Students will learn why Christianity offers the best answers to questions about God, 
right and wrong, creation, what it means to be human, and much more. Issues 
covered include apologetics, cults, evolution, feminism, homosexuality, naturalism, 
moral relativism, pluralism, and socialism all from a Christian worldview. 

Textbook:  Lightbearers, Summit Ministries 
 
English Language Arts Reading 
 

Literature 
In 8th grade, students will learn vocabulary strategies and knowledge 
(synonyms, homonyms, idioms, analogies, context clues); reading 
comprehension (text features, predictions, author’s purpose, summary, 
generalization, details, sequencing, compare/contrast, and cause/effect); 
literary elements and genre study (characterization, plot, theme, setting, 
narrator, point of view, characteristics of genre); figurative language, literary 
devices, and persuasion, credibility and logical fallacies. 
Textbooks:  BJU Literature; teacher created novel units 

 
 Textbooks:  BJU Literature; teacher created novel units 

 
Writing & Grammar 
The focus of writing and grammar in 8th grade includes types of sentences, 
parts of speech (nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, 
conjunctions, interjections, phrases and clauses, verbal and verbal phrases), 
subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, pronoun usage, 
using adjectives and adverbs correctly, using troublesome words correctly, 
punctuation, and spelling.  

  
 Textbook:  BJU Writing & Grammar 8, 3rd ed. 
 
Math 
Topics to be taught in 8th grade include integers, algebraic expressions, basic 
equations and inequalities, number theory, rational numbers, operations on rational 
numbers, percent, applying equations and inequalities, relations and functions, 
radicals, geometry, measurement (area and volume), and polynomials. 
 
Textbook:  BJU Pre-Algebra 2nd ed. 



 
Science 
Topics to be taught during 8th grade science include atoms and molecules, 
conversions, air and the atmosphere; water and the hydrosphere; Earth and the 
lithosphere; Earth’s weather; the physics of motion; Newton’s laws; forces of 
creation (gravity, electromagnetic forces, radioactivity); waves and sound; light; and  
Astrophysics. 
 
Textbook: Apologia Physical Science 
 
Social Studies 
 In Grade 8, students study the history of the United States from the early colonial 
period through Reconstruction. The content in Grade 8 builds upon that from Grade 
5 but provides more depth and breadth. Historical content focuses on the political, 
economic, religious, and social events and issues related to the colonial and 
revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, challenges 
of the early republic, the Age of Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil 
War, and Reconstruction. Students describe the physical characteristics of the 
United States and their impact on population distribution and settlement patterns in 
the past and present. Students analyze the various economic factors that influenced 
the development of colonial America and the early years of the republic and identify 
the origins of the free enterprise system. Students examine the American beliefs and 
principles, including limited government, checks and balances, federalism, 
separation of powers, and individual rights, reflected in the U.S. Constitution and 
other historical documents.  
 
Textbook: BJU American Republic (U.S. History to 1877) 
 
 


